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becomes, to all effects and purposes, a coldframe. The gardener should
faxow how to place, construct, and heat such plant-growing structures.

LOCATION

The equipment for growing plants should be as portable as possible,
unless it is to be used also for other purposes. Permanent structures, in
which plants are to be grown all summer even after the seedlings have
been set in the garden, should be carefully planned. A lean-to green-
house or plant house is a fine thing, but must be placed where it is
protected from north and west winds and have full exposure to sun-
light. It is usually located close to the dwelling, for easy access to the
basement water faucet and, if possible, to permit the attachment of a
greenhouse radiator to the central heating system. Otherwise it will be
necessary to install a separate heating system. If the greenhouse is so
large as to require a separate heating installation in any event, it will
soon develop into a white elephant

The location of hotbeds and coldfrarnes is perhaps even more im-
portant than of the greenhouse. They should be provided with pro-
tection from all cold winds, have full exposure to the sun, and be
located in areas where there is no*clanger from air pockets or wet soil.
In most cases, there is not much choice of location; if the yard tends
to be too low, it may even be necessary to build the frames a foot or
two above the ground to get good drainage. A good location for a hot-
bed or coldfrarne is just outside the cellar window, where the heat from
the cellar can be utilized to keep the frame warm.

This type of structure is ideal for the person who wishes to grow
only a few plants. If possible, the sash should slope slightly downward
to permit water to drain off readily; otherwise, water will drain
through and drown out the plants. It may also be necessary to enlarge
the window opening, because many of the plant-caring operations may
have to be performed through it. A two-foot window will be deep
enough. The width usually cannot be changed. If there is insufficient
heat from the basement, a few light bulbs will make a good supple-
ment.

Window boxes are very useful for growing plants. If a window box
is built outside a south window and covered with one of the glass-
substitutes, such as cellulose acetate, the covering can be arranged in
such a manner that, when the window is opened, sufficient heat will be
let in to keep the plants from freezing but the winds will be barred
from entering the house. Window boxes can also be arranged on the
inside of the window, but there is always the danger of gelting too
much heat from the room, so that the seedlings will grow too rapidly
and become spindly. The temperature for most garden plants